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We’re Back! And the “Road” was awe-
some! The 2015 DRI Strictly Automotive 
Seminar went forward in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, in November and a great time was 
had by all. This year marked the fifth sem-
inar organized by the Automotive SLG of 
the Product Liability Committee. Our at-
tendance was the best in the history of this 
seminar. The venue was great and attend-
ees were able to take advantage of all Nash-
ville had to offer. The food was great and the 
music even better! As always, the present-
ers, many of whom were in-house counsel 
and noted experts, were well prepared and 
made each and every topic informative and 
interesting. Attendees got to see great pre-
sentations dealing with current and im-
portant issues.

A highlight of the seminar was a pre-
sentation by Timothy Goodman, Assistant 
Chief Counsel for Litigation and Enforce-
ment at the NHTSA. He discussed the 
NHTSA’s current handling of investigations 
and gave insight into their expectations 
of manufacturers. On the manufacturer’s 
side, Alan DeGraw of FCA discussed the in-
house perspective with regard to respond-
ing to NHTSA inquiries, investigations and 
interactions. Mr. DeGraw gave a thought-
ful view of how companies should interact 
with regulators to achieve common goals.

Discussions on new and emerging issues 
related to Diesel Exhaust Exposure claims, 
as well as an update on warranty litigation 
were also timely in today’s automotive litiga-
tion environment. Especially relevant were 
the discussions regarding the rise in auto-
motive class action filings in recent years.

Various industry experts also covered 
case studies on such is-

sues as vehicle fires and side impact and 
rollover technologies, including rollover- 
activated side curtain airbags, as well as the 
forensics of seatbelt marks. Presentations on 
autonomous vehicles and related protection 
of privacy issues were a must see.

Ruth Gates of Nissan North Amer-
ica provided great information about the 
importance of succession planning in the 
law firm realm. The presentation contained 
many practice tips for senior partners to 
aid in the transition of existing business to 
the next generation of lawyers. In addition, 
she discussed how today’s jurors, as well as 
young lawyers, communicate as compared 
to Baby Boomers and Gen X.

Tom Dupree’s presentation on recent 
SCOTUS matters was well received and 
much enjoyed. Mr. Dupree also gave 
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insights into the justices on his “to watch 
list” for potential nominations should 
openings arise on the Court.

As has become a feature of this semi-
nar, our panel discussion with current in-
house faculty was informative and included 
representatives from Delphi, Toyota, Nis-
san, and Bosch providing timely informa-
tion on best practices in automotive product 
liability matters.

We will be looking to plan our next Strictly 
Automotive Seminar and welcome volun-
teers and topics for consideration. Please 
make sure to attend our SLG breakout ses-
sion and business meeting at the DRI Prod-
uct Liability Seminar in New Orleans this 
February. We hope to see everyone there and 
at our next Strictly Automotive Seminar in 
2017! Stay tuned for the date and location. 
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